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THE ROLE of District Cooling in decarbonising entire cities came into the limelight some 
years ago. An interesting recent sub-narrative to decarbonising cities is the focus on 

individual buildings – about transforming them to autonomous structures.
There is a profound role for District Cooling in the sub-narrative, which is the fulcrum of 

discussions in the 12th Edition of District Cooling Dialogue (“DC Dialogue).
At the same time, the Conference will examine a gamut of issues, including regulation, 

renewable energy, embedded energy and data centres. Regulation is a fundamental 
need. The question is, “Has regulation achieved a level of sophistication needed to 
play a pivotal role in setting the legal and operational framework for District Cooling 
networks?” Indeed, with increasing emphasis on carbon neutrality, energy efficiency and 
digital transformation, the sector faces the need for significant policy shifts that impact 
developers, utilities and end users.

When it comes to renewable energy, there are multiple sources operating in various 
levels of engagement. In the case of solar, it is about nationwide scalability. And in the case 
of geothermal energy, it is about unlocking the Kingdom’s sub-surface potential and, then, 
aiming of replicating it across the landscape.

The objective of the Conference is to suggest a thriving, vibrant and accessible 
ecosystem for greater progress. And it is believed the discussion on these will provide the 
desired outcomes of a country on a structured pathway to decarbonisation, national pride 
at having contributed to a significant global cause in a profound manner and an overall 
sustainable and prosperous way of living, as enshrined in the Vision 2030 document.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DC DIALOGUE

The inaugural edition of DC Dialogue took place in May 2007. The 12th Edition of DC 
Dialogue, true to tradition, carries the weight of a rich history of in-depth discussions 
in past editions that have yielded voluminous and actionable reports, suggesting 
progressive action. The objective of the conference is as much to discuss the latest 
technologies capable of raising the bar on energy efficiency, water-use optimisation 
and reliability as to review the progress made by the industry and to compare policies 
and approaches across multiple eco-systems with an ambitious drive towards zero-
energy cities. The conference also has a self-given mandate of closely examining 
different forms of renewable energy, as applicable to district cooling schemes, and the 
buzz surrounding geothermal energy and Green Hydrogen as sources of energy.
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BROAD CONTEXT & APPROACH OF THE CONFERENCE

Chilled water systems are at the core of exciting mega developments in the region, 
and DC Dialogue is a gathering of stakeholders at the forefront of the developments, 
including government regulators, District Cooling utility providers, sectoral end 
users (healthcare, hospitality, education, aviation, malls, etc.), MEP consultants, MEP 
contractors, manufacturers and suppliers.

Based on a unique format, the conference has a central narrator, who invites different 
players at various points in time to elaborate on what they worked on/or are working 
on, who in turn would invite the manufacturers collaborating with them.
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An interesting 
gathering of industry 

professionals with 
great insights.

Omnia Halawani,  
Co-Founder & Co-CEO,  

GRFN Global

It was a privilege 
to be part of such a 
well-executed and 

insightful event 
(DC Dialogue UAE 
2025). I greatly 

valued the knowledge 
shared throughout 
the sessions and 

the opportunity to 
engage with fellow 

professionals  
in the industry.

Dr Nizhamudeen,  
MEP Manager,  

Al Wasl al Jadeed Consultants

I would overall rate  
the conference  
(DC Dialogue  
KSA 2023) as  

“extremely good”.
Tamer Dahdouli,  

Senior Project Manager,  
Diriyah Gate Company Limited

Extremely good 
(DC Dialogue 

UAE 2025)
Sujay R Saldanha,  

Senior Engineering 
Manager, Museum of the 

Future, Dubai
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CPI is always 
ahead of the 
curve when 
it comes to 
raising key 

topics that will 
promote fruitful 

discussions 
between various 

stakeholders.
Azmi S Aboulhoda, 

CEO, EMergy

Was really insightful 
panel, an enjoyable 

meeting (DC Dialogue 
UAE 2025) filled with 
experience-sharing, 
and a very engaging 

way of managing 
the discussion. We 
met many amazing 

people, explored the 
issue from various 
perspectives, and 

aligned on the 
viewpoint of the 

government entities.
Ra’ed Al-Hammouri,  

Senior MEP Manager, DAMAC

I was pleased to take part 
in this year’s DC Dialogue 
(DC Dialogue UAE 2025), 
which brought together a 
unique mix of developers, 
DC providers, regulators, 

and contractors — a 
combination not often 
seen in the same room. 

The diverse perspectives 
made for a rich and 

fruitful discussion on how 
efficient cooling systems 
can play a critical role in 
achieving Net Zero goals. 
A great step forward for 

cross-sector collaboration 
in sustainable urban 

infrastructure.
James Grinnell,  

Director of Water - RSB Dubai
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■	 Saudi Arabia’s scientific temperament and R&D, and their impact on the future of District 
Cooling in the country

■	 Profiles in intent: What is the ratio of commercial interests to environmental impact as the 
main driver in the investment in District Cooling studies in the GCC region?

■	 The role of District Cooling in decarbonising our cities is an acknowledged strategic 
direction. It can only be achieved through thoughtfully drafted regulation, so essential for 
playing a pivotal role in setting the legal and operational framework for District Cooling 
networks.

■	 Refrigerants and District Cooling: Regulatory changes and emerging alternatives
■	 The age of autonomous buildings is here – how is the District Cooling industry responding?
■	 AI & Smart Cooling Regulations: As AI-driven optimisation and real-time monitoring become 

essential, regulatory guidelines are being shaped to ensure data security, interoperability and 
compliance with energy efficiency mandates.

■	 Interconnecting District Cooling networks: A step towards a nationwide cooling grid – 
potential cost savings, network resilience and the impact on energy efficiency from a more 
unified District Cooling approach.

■	 Distributed Cooling in Saudi Arabia: A Scalable Alternative?
■	 Geothermal Energy: The road that needs to be taken to unlock the Kingdom’s sub-surface 

potential, and the factors that need to be considered towards nationwide proliferation in 
District Cooling schemes.

■	 Trigeneration: Enhancing Efficiency in Saudi Arabia’s District Cooling Sector
■	 The role of District Cooling in reducing data centre energy consumption. Infrastructure 

requirements for integrating District Cooling with hyperscale data centres.
■	 Profiles of successful District Cooling energy-retrofit projects
■	 The level of sophistication achieved in reducing water consumption in District Cooling 

schemes
■	 Availability of Treated Sewage Effluent (TSE) for District Cooling in Riyadh and other non-

coastal parts of the country
■	 Pumping water from coastal provinces to Riyadh for cooling: Is it viable?
■	 Seawater cooling: Cost-optimisation and material challenges
■	 Managing thermal effluents in seawater cooling systems: Monitoring environmental impact 

and efforts being taken to recalibrate and safeguard the marine ecosystem
■	 Pumps operation sequencing and partial-load scenario
■	 The level of sophistication achieved in heat recovery

K E Y  TO P I C S



07 OCTOBER 2025  
Radisson Blu Hotel & Convention Center, Riyadh Minhal (Al Jawhara Ballroom), King Abdulaziz Road, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

11  

SESSION ON  
DISTRICT COOLINGD

A
Y 2

12TH EDITION

THE CONFERENCE includes a traditional mix of policy and regulation-related addresses, 
techno-commercial presentations, case study presentations, panel discussions, and focused 

and structured audience interactions to receive the maximum possible information from energy 
policymakers in the planning, energy, environment and Renewable Energy sectors; master 
developers; developers; Building Owner Associations; general & MEP consultants; general & 
MEP contractors; sectoral end-users (healthcare, hospitality, aviation, education, retail, etc.); 
manufacturers; suppliers; and O&M and other specialised District Cooling service providers.

F O R M AT
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Chairperson: Salah Nezar, Sr. Director Design Management, New Murabba

8.00am		 Registration, coffee, networking, interacting with exhibitors

9:10am	 Welcome Address
	 Surendar Balakrishnan, Co-Founder & Editorial Director, CPI Industry

9.20am		 Chair’s Overview
	 	Objectives and expected outcomes of the conference
	 Salah Nezar, Sr. Director Design Management, New Murabba

9.30am	 PLENARY ADDRESS
	 Regulating Dubai’s Electricity and Water Sector

	 ■ 	What it takes for thoughtfully drafting District Cooling regulation towards 
playing a pivotal role in setting the legal and operational framework for 
District Cooling networks.

	 ■ 	Impact of upcoming refrigerant bans on District Cooling: Policy-driven 
incentives for sustainable refrigerant adoption

	 ■ 	Tariff restructuring: Balancing affordability, investment, attractiveness and 
energy efficiency through introducing dynamic pricing models for District 
Cooling services

	 ■ 	Incentives for Adoption: Financial mechanisms, including, subsidies, 
tax breaks and cost-sharing models towards the objective of 
encouraging real estate developers and urban planners to integrate 
District Cooling systems

	 ■ 	Integration of smart technologies and AI in compliance frameworks; 
regulatory guidelines for ensuring data security, interoperability and 
compliance with energy efficiency mandates

	 ■ 	Water Resource Policies: Given scarcity-related challenges, the need for 
strengthening policies surrounding the use of treated sewage effluent (TSE), 
desalination and seawater cooling to support District Cooling expansion

	 James Grinnell, 	Director of Water, Regulation and Supervision Bureau 
(RSB) Dubai
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9.50am	 Plenary Discussion
	 The future of District Cooling regulations in Saudi Arabia – shaping of 

policy and creating enabling mechanisms
	 ■ 	Profiles in intent: What is the ratio of commercial interests to 

environmental impact as the main driver in the investment in District 
Cooling studies in the GCC region?

	 ■ 	How will Saudi Arabia’s District Cooling regulations evolve in the next 
5-10 years?

	 ■ 	The role of regulatory body in shaping tariff structures and licensing 
frameworks

	 ■ 	Strategies for streamlining District Cooling approvals for large-scale 
developments

	 ■ 	The regulatory changes that can attract more foreign investments into 
the sector

	 ■ 	How can regulations encourage PPP (Public-Private Partnerships) in 
District Cooling?

	 ■ 	Emerging low-GWP (global warming potential) refrigerants: Impact of 
upcoming refrigerant bans on District Cooling; upcoming regulations, 
sustainable alternatives and the impact of phase-outs on project costs

	 ■ 	Policy-driven incentives for sustainable refrigerant adoption
	 ■ 	Policy incentives required to scale adoption of renewable energies
	 ■ 	Tariff structures and investment incentives
	 ■ 	Policy support, infrastructure re-design and financial incentives for 

lowering costs for end-users (Context: Adoption of District Cooling 
remains slow due to cost perceptions and policy gaps.)
	How should Saudi Arabia structure District Cooling tariffs to balance 

affordability and investment returns?
	Can flexible pricing models (seasonal rates, time-of-use tariffs) 

optimise system utilisation?
	What lessons can Saudi Arabia learn from regional District Cooling 

providers in tariff structuring?
	 ■ 	Incentives for Adoption: Financial mechanisms, including subsidies, tax 

breaks and cost-sharing models towards the objective of encouraging 
real estate developers and urban planners to integrate District Cooling 
systems
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	 ■ 	Integration of smart technologies and AI in compliance frameworks; 
regulatory guidelines for ensuring data security, interoperability and 
compliance with energy efficiency mandates

	 Moderator:
	 Salah Nezar, Sr. Director Design Management, New Murabba

	 Participants:
	 	■ 	James Grinnell, Director of Water, Regulation and Supervision Bureau (RSB) Dubai
	 ■ 	Mohannad Khader, Commercial & Business Development Director,  

		 Diarona District Energy
	 ■ 	Steve Lemoine, CEO Middle East, Dalkia EDF Group
	 ■ 	Guillermo Martinez, Commercial Director, Araner
	 ■ 	Khalid A. Al Mulhim, Managing Director, Sr. Engineering Consultant, 		

		 PROTECOOLING - Mulhim Design
	 ■ 	Nabil Shahin, Managing Director, AHRI MENA

10.40am	Panel Discussion
	 	Developer perspectives, technological collaborations

	 ■ 	Implementation of District Cooling in megaprojects: Opportunities 
and challenges

	 ■ 	Looking beyond buildings: Decarbonising entire cities – greenfield and 
brownfield projects

	 ■ 	Cutting edge and futuristic approaches: The new wave of autonomous 
buildings

	 ■ 	Technological collaborations with District Cooling providers and AI 
frontrunners in enhancing resilience and energy efficiencies

	 ■ 	Collaborations on resolving the Low Delta T Syndrome from the get-go
	 ■ 	Building-side measures being taken to lower the cooling load (Demand 

Side Management)
	 ■ 	In-house District Cooling schemes: The inherent advantages and 

disadvantages
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	 Moderator:
		 Salah Nezar, Sr. Director Design Management, New Murabba

	 Participants:
	 ■ 	Tamer Dahdouli, Project Associate Director, Diriyah Company 

	■ 	Abdul Zameer Ahamed Sab, MEP Lead (Principal), AtkinsRéalis
	 ■ 	Mohamed R. Zackariah, Chief Consultant, Protecooling, MULHIM DESIGN

11.20am	 Coffee Break, Networking, Interacting With Exhibitors

11.40am	 Industry Leadership Address
	 Midea District Cooling Innovations – Efficiency & Sustainability 

for Saudi Projects
	 Anas Alfar, Consultants Coverage & Product Training Leader,  

HUSSEIN & ALHASSAN G. SHAKER BROS, Midea

Noon		 Special Address
	 The Rise of Autonomous Buildings & The Future of District Cooling

	 ■ 	Transforming the industry: Autonomous buildings with self-regulating 
cooling systems; how District Cooling networks can integrate with building 
automation systems for real-time load balancing and energy optimisation

	 ■ 	How smart buildings optimise District Cooling demand
	 ■ 	Case studies of AI-integrated cooling in modern smart cities
	 ■ 	Interfacing autonomous systems with District Cooling plants
	 ■ 	High efficiency energy transfer stations
	 ■ 	Reducing energy waste with machine-learning algorithms
	 ■ 	Data sharing challenges: Who owns and controls District Cooling system data?
	 ■ 	Future of autonomous District Cooling and regulatory oversight
	 ■ 	AI-driven optimisation of cooling loads
	 ■ 	AI and leak detection; broad new approaches in underground piping 

insulation and leak prevention to reduce operational losses
	 ■ 	The role of digital twins in modelling and optimising District Cooling performance
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	 ■ 	Predictive maintenance through AI-based monitoring and energy savings
	 ■ 	Smart metering and real-time energy efficiency improvements
	 ■ 	Data sharing and interoperability in smart District Cooling
	 ■ 	Cybersecurity challenges in AI-driven cooling networks
	 ■ 	Breakthroughs in cooling technologies, including advanced chilled water 

distribution and high-efficiency storage solutions
	 ■ 	Innovations in network management and energy recovery to enhance 

efficiency
	 	Salah Nezar, Senior Director Design Management, New Murabba

12.20pm	 Technical Presentation
	 Grundfos: Your Trusted Partner in District Energy 
	 Mina Sidhom, Sales Development Manager Grundfos, Saudi Arabia 

12.40pm	Technical Presentation
	 SA Ratification of Kigali Amendment
	 Saeed Al-Lahham, Applied Development Leader, Trane 

1.00pm	 Technical Presentation
	 Smart Buildings, Smarter HVAC Unlocking the Power of Digitalization 

with BELIMO Automation
	 Roman Yerema, Head of Engineering, Belimo Automation FZE 

1.20pm	 Technical Presentation
	 Seawater energy recovery for District Cooling 
	 Cedric Carretero, Technical Director, Dalkia Middle East 
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1.40pm	 SPECIAL SESSION
	 Examining Saudi Arabia’s water profile in the context of District Cooling 

	 Panel Discussion
	 	The TSE conundrum, alternative solutions

	 ■ 	Availability of Treated Sewage Effluent (TSE) for District Cooling in Riyadh 
and other non-coastal parts of the country

	 ■ 	Water Resource Policies: Given scarcity-related challenges, the need for 
strengthening policies surrounding the use of treated sewage effluent 
(TSE), desalination and seawater cooling to support District Cooling 
expansion

	 ■ 	Pumping water from coastal provinces to Riyadh for cooling: Is it viable?
	 ■ 	Seawater cooling: Cost-optimisation and material challenges
	 ■ 	Managing thermal effluents in seawater cooling systems: Monitoring 

environmental impact and efforts being taken to recalibrate and safeguard 
the marine ecosystem

	 ■ 	Dry Cooling technology, as deployed in Red Sea Global

	 Moderator:
	 Guillermo Martinez, Commercial Director, Araner

	 Participants:
	 	■ 	Celia Navarro, Business Development Engineer, Araner 
	 ■ 	Abdul Zameer Ahamed Sab, MEP Lead (Principal), AtkinsRéalis
	 ■ 	Mina Sidhom, Sales Development Manager, Grundfos Saudi Arabia
	 ■ 	Mohamed R. Zackariah, Chief Consultant, Protecooling, MULHIM DESIGN

2.20pm	 Sponsor Recognition Ceremony
	 Frédéric Paillé, Co-Founder & Commercial Director, CPI Industry

2.30pm	 Lunch, Networking, Interacting With Exhibitors
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A B O U T  C P I  I N D U ST RY  E V E N T S

CPI INDUSTRY is a publishing house that started producing events as an extension of its 
communications drive in the HVACR industry through its magazine (Climate Control Middle 

East) and directories.

While the magazine largely focuses on core HVACR aspects, the events probe the core and all allied 
areas, be they energy security (district cooling and cogeneration), food security (refrigeration), food 
safety & quality assurance (again, refrigeration) or indoor environmental quality.

CPI Industry started conducting events in May 2007, starting with the unique DC Dialogue, a 
technically intensive discussion on the district cooling industry. Since then, CPI Industry has 
established a portfolio of events, all with the twin purposes of information exchange and raising 
the bar on technology and business solutions in the region.

To date, CPI Industry has conducted over 95 events. They include DC Dialogue (multiple editions), 
Middle East VRF Conference (multiple editions), The Climate Control Conference (C3) (multiple 
editions), Refrigerants Review (multiple editions), World IEQ Forum (multiple editions), The 
Client Consultant Contractor Conference (multiple editions), Climate Control Awards (multiple 
editions), Climate Control SAUDI Awards (multiple editions), Food Chain (multiple editions), 
Middle East HVAC Fire Safety Conference (multiple editions) and The Rain Resilience Conference.
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• 	 3RD GROUP CONSULTANCY
• 	 ADC Consultants
• 	 Adnan Saffarini Consultants
• 	 AE7
• 	 AESG
• 	 Al Abir Engineering Consultants
• 	 Al Hadara Consulting Engineering
• 	 Arc International
• 	 Arkiplan
• 	 Atkins
• 	 Azemco
• 	 Abu Dhabi Department of Energy
• 	 Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council
• 	 AHRI
• 	 Alternatives and Emissions Branch
•	 AMCA International
• 	 ASHRAE UAE Falcon Chapter
• 	 ATP
• 	 Blackwit
• 	 Bluehaus Engineering
• 	 Building4health, Inc., USA
• 	 Consistent Engineering Consultants
• 	 Cubic Engineering Consultancy
• 	 Clean Energy Business Council (CEBC)
• 	 Dar Group
• 	 DC Pro Engineering
• 	 Dewan
• 	 Dulsco
• 	 Department of Education and Knowledge,
	 Abu Dhabi
• 	 Doha Municipality
• 	 Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry
• 	 Dubai Municipality
• 	 Dubai Supreme Council of Energy
• 	 Electricity & Cogeneration Regulatory
	 Authority (ECRA), Saudi Arabia
• 	 Ehaf Consultants
• 	 Emergy
• 	 Emirates Authority for Standardisation
	 and Metrology (ESMA), UAE
• 	 Emirates Green Building Council (EGBC)
• 	 Environmental Investigation Agency, USA
• 	 Estidama, UAE
• 	 Eurovent Certita Certification
• 	 Eurovent Middle East
• 	 Fakhruddin Properties
• 	 GRFN

• 	 Guth De Canzo
• 	 GCC Health Ministers’ Council for the 

Cooperation Council States
• 	 GCC Standardisation Organisation (GSO) 
• 	 Government of Abu Dhabi (Abu Dhabi
	 Food Control Authority)
• 	 Government of Dubai (Dubai
	 Municipality, Food Control Department) 
• 	 Government of Dubai (Department of
	 Planning & Development, Ports, Customs
	 & Free Zone Corporation (Trakhees)
• 	 Harvard Medical School
• 	 Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
• 	 Health Ministers’ Council for the Cooperation 

Council States
• 	 IDP Engineering Consultancy
• 	 Independent Consultant
• 	 Institute for Governance & Sustainable
	 Development (IGSD)
• 	 International Institute of Refrigeration 
• 	 Interpol
• 	 Khatib & Alami Consultancy
• 	 Kova PMC
• 	 Kuwait National Ozone Committee
	 (Environmental Public Authority) 
• 	 Middle East Facility Management Association 

(MEFMA)
• 	 Mario Associates Mechanical & Electrical 

Engineering Consultancy
• 	 Middle East Solar Industry Association 

(MESIA)
• 	 Ministry of Energy, UAE
• 	 Ministry of Environment, Lebanon
• 	 Ministry of Environment & Water (MEW), 

Kuwait
• 	 Ministry of Climate Change & Environment, 

UAE
• 	 Ministry of Health, Sultanate of Oman
• 	 Ministry of Infrastructure Development, UAE
• 	 Ministry of Public Works, Bahrain
• 	 Montreal Protocol
• 	 Office of Atmospheric Programs
• 	 Office of Environmental Policy, US 

Department of State
• 	 Parsons Corporation
• 	 PK Goel Engg Consultant/Eurovent Certita 

Certification

• 	 PNC Architects
• 	 Ras Al Khaimah Municipality
• 	 Regulatory and Supervisory Bureau (RSB)
	 for Electricity and Water
• 	 Roads & Transport Authority, UAE
• 	 Royal Estates, Oman
• 	 RVT Engineering Consultant
• 	 Qatar Foundation
• 	 SASO
• 	 Saudi Aramco
• 	 Saudi Green Building Council (SGBC)
• 	 School Of Aerospace, Transport And 

Manufacturing, Cranfield University,  
United Kingdom

• 	 Seed Engineering Consultants
• 	 Suhaimi Design - Protecooling
• 	 Sobha Realty
• 	 Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE)
• 	 Stratospheric Protection Division
• 	 Supreme Council of Health, Qatar
• 	 Taka Solutions
• 	 Technology and Economic Assessment
	 Panel (TEAP)
• 	 Terre Policy Centre
• 	 The Research Council of Oman
• 	 TransFrig
• 	 UAE Society of Engineers
• 	 UNIDO
• 	 UNDP
• 	 University of Birmingham
• 	 US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
• 	 U.S. Green Building Council
• 	 Vindico Project Management Services
• 	 World Customs Organisation
• 	 World Food Programme (and more...)

FOLLOW-UP MECHANISM
There is a strong follow-up mechanism

in the case of all the events, with the generation of 

post-event reports, and also text and video coverage 

on CPI Industry’s online platforms. The reports contain 

key statistical data and analyses. They are circulated to 

all the government ministries in the region that have an 

interest in the areas of discussion.

In its events, CPI industry has attracted participations from government 
bodies, implementation bodies, industry associations and councils and 
Fortune 500 companies. Some of the participants include:
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O F F I C I A L  P U B L I CAT I O N  M AGA Z I N E

March 2025

EMPOWER SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH PALM GATEWAY

EUROVENT PUBLISHES NEW AIR CURTAIN RECOMMENDATION

US$15

PUBLICATION
LICENSED BY IMPZ

US$15

PUBLICATION
LICENSED BY IMPZ

US$15

PUBLICATION
LICENSED BY IMPZ

US$15

PUBLICATION
LICENSED BY IMPZ

ADVERTORIALS
Güntner…  

on heat exchangers

Ebm-papst… 
on unlocking 

the potential of 
retrofitting

POST-EVENT 
REPORT

The Rain Resilience 
Conference

FILTER FOCUS
The air quality  

realities we deny
Dr Iyad Al-Attar, independent  

air filtration consultant

FROM DATA CENTRES TO 
AUTONOMOUS BUILDINGS 

AND FROM HYDROGEN 
PRODUCTION TO F&B, HEAT 

EXCHANGERS ARE TAKING 
ON AN INCREASINGLY ALL-

PERVASIVE ROLE

NEWS
• AESG strengthens its Saudi Fire & Life Safety team

• Armstrong launches new digital platform

• CAREL Deutschland appoints Björn Donners as MD

• Ziehl-Abegg appoints Marco Altherr as CFO

EDITORIAL CAMPAIGN:  
REFRIGERANTS REVIEW
Refrigerant Transition
• Rehan Shahid, P&T Group

• Markus Lattner, Eurovent Middle East

• Thomas Carney, Samsung HVAC America

Hx in 

mode!
Turbo

SESSION ON  
DISTRICT COOLINGD

A
Y 2

12TH EDITION



22  

2 0 2 5  E V E N T S

URBAN PLANNING | PUBLIC AMENITIES | CIVIL, STRUCTURAL AND MEP ENGINEERING

The Rain Resilience Conference
(1st Edition)

19 February 2025 | Dubai, UAE

The Emirate of Dubai typically receives around 130 
millimetres of rainfall, annually. The rainfall that Dubai 
experienced in mid-April 2024, however, was far from 
typical, with heavy, localised downpours causing 
widespread flooding and disruption. The intensity of the 
rainfall was unprecedented, affecting various regions 
differently, including neighbouring Oman and Saudi 
Arabia. Experts attributed the phenomenon to climate 
change, specifically rising sea surface temperatures, 
leading to such severe weather events. Building resilience 
in cities is essential to not only make populations and 
infrastructure less susceptible to damage and loss but to 
also make them more agile to the unpredictable nature of 
climate change impacts. The urgency of climate change 
demands more than incremental change – it demands 
a revolution in how we approach infrastructure, where 
resilience is not just an aspiration; it’s an inherent feature 
of our infrastructure. By integrating cutting-edge civil, 
structural and MEP technology (appropriate sustainable 
architectural design and engineering considerations), we 
can develop infrastructure that stands the test of time. 
The Rain Resilience Conference is a mission-critical event 
that will propose a roadmap for strengthening region-
wide safety and minimising disruption and damage.

Middle East Variable 
Refrigerants Flow 
Conference 
(9th Edition)

7 May 2025 |  
Radisson Blu Hotel, Riyadh 
Al Mubarakiah Plaza,  
King Abdulaziz Street

With the Government leading 
the way in introducing regulation 
for VRFs, a significant milestone 
has been reached that gives 
much-needed framework for 
the cooling approach. A year 
on, what has it meant for VRF 
technology in the marketplace? 
And what progress has been 
made in terms of gathering 
valid operational data that 
would find appeal amongst the 
consultant community? These 
are key topics of discussion 
in the 9th Edition of the Middle 
East Variable Refrigerants Flow 
Conference.

ccme.news/event/vrfme

DC Dialogue 
(11th Edition)

15 May 2025 | Dubai UAE

The role of District Cooling in decarbonising entire cities 
came into the limelight some years ago. Then, COP28 
happened, and a key outcome relevant to the HVAC industry 
was the Global Cooling Pledge, a powerful context for all 
involved in District Cooling to give a thrust to improving 
the overall ecosystem of District Cooling and to iron out 
nagging issues. What has been achieved so far? Are the 
fundamentals strong? Has regulation achieved a level 
of sophistication needed to play a pivotal role in setting 
the legal and operational framework for District Cooling 
networks. Indeed, with increasing emphasis on carbon 
neutrality, energy efficiency and digital transformation, the 
sector faces the need for significant policy shifts that impact 
developers, utilities and end users.

An equally engaging topic is the evolving nature of 
buildings underpinned by growing expectations of 
building owners. The age of autonomous buildings has 
arrived. How is District Cooling responding to the winds 
of change? The 11th Edition of DC Dialogue is a riveting 
platform for discussions provoked by the demands of a 
rapidly changing landscape.

ccme.news/event/dc-dialogue

11TH EDITION

15 MAY 2025
METROPOLITAN HOTEL 

DUBAI, UAE
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The Great HVACR Fair
The Climate Control Conference (C3) (11th Edition)  

DC Dialogue (12th Edition) 

Climate Control Saudi Awards  
(2nd Edition) (co-located events)

6-8 October 2025 | Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

The oldest conference in the CPI Industry events portfolio sits well in Saudi 
Arabia against the backdrop of the mega projects in the Kingdom, given 
its unique approach of intensely discussing all disciplines HVAC, towards 
the aim of contributing to socio-economic and sustainable development 
targets. With Saudi Arabia undergoing sweeping changes, the objective 
of the 11th Edition of C3 is to look in-depth at HVAC systems that can ably 
support the developments and be part of an integrated eco-system that 
results in smart cities, and an enhanced and sustainable standard of living.

Under the broad umbrella of C3 is the 11th Edition of DC Dialogue, which 
looks at policies, regulations, standards, technological, financial and legal 
aspects of District Cooling. DC Dialogue is a seasoned conference that 
gathers blue-chip stakeholders intent on finding sophisticated approaches 
to District Cooling that effectively address the means to developing cost-
effective greenfield projects, technological innovations, water and energy 
concerns, integration of AI, retrofitting measures and O&M.

As an icing on the cake is the other co-located event – the second edition of 
Climate Control Saudi Awards (a part of CPI Industry’s much-vaunted Awards 
Programme, which has seen 15 editions so far), which aims to recognise and 
honour beyond-the-call-of-duty engineering and project management efforts, 
among other aspects supporting the Kingdom’s objectives of sophisticated 
socio-economic and sustainable development targets.

www.C3.com

12TH EDITION 2ND EDITION

11TH EDITION

World Heat Pumps 
Conference

12 November 2025 | Dubai, UAE

Unimaginable till a few years 
ago, heat pumps in high-
ambient conditions have 
climbed up the engineering 
feasibility charts. Enough to 
warrant a conference, wherein 
manufacturers and suppliers 
of the technology can present 
region-specific case studies 
of success to potential clients. 
And that is what the inaugural 
edition of the World Heat 
Pumps Conference is all about. 
Listen to manufacturers and 
suppliers present a business 
case applicable to multiple 
sectoral end-users, which 
carries the promise of reduced 
emissions (more climate-
friendly buildings) and lower 
total cost of ownership (TCO).

Climate Control Awards 
(15th edition)

27 November 2025 | Dubai, UAE

Popularly known as the ‘Oscars 
of the HVACR Industry’, the 
objective of the black-tie, gala 
dinner event is to recognise merit 
across the various disciplines of 
the HVACR industry and to raise 
the bar on building performance, 
cold chain and fire safety, to 
name three. To achieve the 
objective, CPI Industry enlists the 
services of seasoned HVACR and 
other relevant domain-specific 
professionals as judges and of a 
third-party certification agency 
to evaluate companies under 
several categories. Into its 15th 
year, the Awards exercise serves 
as an objective and accurate 
barometer of the industry.

www.climatecontrolawards.com
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CPI INDUSTRY BESPOKE PUBLISHING & EVENTS 
DIVISION

Create 
an impact 
for your 
brand 
through our

BESPOKE 
EVENTS

Bespoke Events

•	A successful track record of 50+ high-quality events for bluechip 
multinational companies

•	A professional and committed team to manage your events 
successfully from inception to completion

•	An enabling structure that helps you customise your events to be 
a focal point to accelerate your brand goals and business scale

•	An ecosystem of expertise that provides support to have an 
unique mix of conferences, workshops and technical seminars

•	A rich database that helps you source high-profile speakers 
and industry experts to share valuable insights, as per the event 
theme

•	A well-oiled marketing mechanism to provide a 360-degree 
strategic plan to amplify your commercial messages

WHY DO BESPOKE EVENTS 
WITH CPI INDUSTRY?

5TH EDITION

Refrigerants Review (5th Edition)

12 January 2026 | Dubai, UAE

The culmination of a year-long Marquee Editorial Campaign on 
refrigerants, spearheaded by Climate Control Middle East magazine, 
the 5th Edition of the Refrigerants Review conference is the coming 
together of global stakeholders for discussions that include topics 
such as trade, finance, climate science, engineering, technology and 
political structures. The conference comes at a pivotal time, just as 
the world edges closer to milestone targets for phase-out of climate-
harming refrigerants. Global climate-related policy frameworks 
and country-specific building codes have compelled and motivated 
manufacturers of refrigerants to look for alternative solutions to those 
in circulation, with an eye on lower GWP, greater energy efficiency 
and, equally crucial, occupant safety.

Refrigerants Review is an immersive discussion on refrigerants that 
engages policy makers, regulators, enforcement bodies, scientists, 
manufacturers of HVACR equipment and refrigerants, service 
providers and sectoral end-users. To date, this unique conference 
platform has brought together international stakeholders to discuss 
broad issues, including the assessment of refrigerants, keeping 
in mind such factors as health & safety, energy efficiency, Global 
Warming Potential (GWP), Ozone-Depleting Potential (ODP) and 
Lifecycle Climate Performance (LCCP).
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PRODUCER

CONTACT
FOR EDITORIAL-RELATED QUERIES:
Surendar Balakrishnan
Co-Founder & Editorial Director
M: +971 50 509 2457
E: surendar@cpi-industry.com

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:
Frédéric Paillé
Co-Founder and Commercial Director
M: +971 50 714 7204
E: fred@cpi-industry.com

FOR EVENT-SPECIFIC QUERIES:
Hazra Khan
Events Manager 
M: +971 562422119
E: eventsmanager@cpi-industry.com

IN ASIA (EXCEPT INDIA), CONTACT:
Judy Wang
T: +852 30 780826
E: judywang2000@vip.126.com

FOR MARKETING-RELATED QUERIES 
Nivedita Vijayan
Marketing Manager
M: +971 55 95 29 639
E: marketing@cpi-industry.com 

Doveine Panii
Delegates Acquisition Manager
M: +91 97 3949 2047
E-mail: doveine@cpi-industry.com

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

ccme.news/event/dc-dialogue

07 OCTOBER 2025
RADISSON BLU HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTER  

Riyadh Minhal (Al Jawhara Ballroom), King Abdulaziz Road,  
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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